
Icebreaker
Have you ever been fooled on April fool’s day? Share a story or two.

Have you ever pulled a really good prank on April fool’s day? Share that story.

CONTROVERSIAL QUESTION ALERT: What do you think of the term “fake news”?

Some April Fools
Read the entire account of the burial and resurrection of Jesus (Luke 
23:44-24:53).

Let’s start with the story of the men walking to Emmaus. Jesus meets them on the 
road, and when he hears of their disappointment, he calls them “foolish.” Why 
would Jesus accuse them of that? In what way(s) were they being “fools”?

The point of this entire series of messages is to go on a journey to rediscover 
honesty, integrity, and clear thinking. Jesus indicates that understanding the 
resurrection is a matter not of faith but of accurate, clear thinking. Therefore, we 
are going to take a rational approach to understanding the resurrection. 
However, before we do that, answer this question. How easy is it for you to trust 
the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection? Why or why not?

On Sunday, I listed some points of evidence for the resurrection that come from 
this passage in Luke as well as the other gospel accounts:
# Jesus was truly dead.
# Everything about his death and the tomb were well known.
# Everyone had given up hope when Jesus died.
# Even after seeing the angels and visiting the tomb, everyone still doubted.
# Yet, within days of Jesus’ death, people were claiming they saw him alive, and 

based on that claim, Christianity persisted.

How much evidence did the first disciples need to believe that Jesus was risen?

How much evidence would you have needed?

According to Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8, how important is the resurrection?

Take it Home
How confident are you in the resurrection? What are your reasons?
Have you ever had the chance to share them with someone?
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